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Fishers of Men, Matthew 4:12-23 
When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and went to live 
in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what had been said through Isaiah 
the prophet might be fulfilled: 

Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles, the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light, on those dwelling in a land 
overshadowed by death light has arisen.  

From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” As he 
was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, 
casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him. He walked along from there and saw two 
other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat, with their father 
Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and 
followed him. He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom, and curing every disease and illness among the people. 
 
 
The baptism of Jesus+ signals a new era for God’s people who have been waiting for the anointed one, the 
Christ, the Messiah. St John the Baptish pointed out Jesus as the “Lamb of God”. It would have been natural for 
the followers of John to look to Jesus for leadership after his arrest, but Jesus+ left the region and essentially to 
begin his own ministry. It’s a new phase to our salvation story: John proclaimed to prepare the way for the 
coming of the Messiah; Jesus proclaimed the Kingdom of heaven is at hand. The Messiah is here! It would have 
been easier if Jesus stayed in Nazareth where He was “recommended” rather than starting fresh but Jesus 
wanted to be clear that He was ushering in the fulfilment of the prophecies foretold in the Old Testament or 
the old covenant with God, that in fact He is the new testament, the new and everlasting covenant.  Indeed 
this is a new era altogether, a new beginning not just for the Israelites but for the other peoples of the world.  
Galilee belongs to the old Israel that was overtaken by the enemies, where gentiles thrive rather than God’s 
chosen people. Gentiles kept in darkness, never made part of the holy nation, but now in their midst the light 
who overshadows death in the land. I want to point out Jesus+ intentionally invited fishers rather than learned 
or influential men to His inner circle. We know how these fisherman turned out which is very telling of what 
Jesus can do.  Nothing is impossible when it comes to proclaiming the Kingdom.  It has become the gospel, the 
good news. In short, what powers the whole economy of God’s grace and mercy belongs to Him and not to 
those who were called. Like us, if we were called to serve, it is not because of anything we can do or offer but 
God can do everything through us. This is a clear signal that Jesus is the Savior of everybody, of everything, and 
not just to a few, but to all!  
 


